Transfer of radiocaesium from grass and silage to cows' milk.
The transfer of Cs137 from grass and silage to milk has been followed in detail for one farm in West Cumbria over the year following the deposition from the Chernobyl reactor accident. At this farm about 40% of the Cs137 in milk was attributed to the feeding of silage during the following winter. A wider study of an additional 14 farms showed considerable variations in the contributions from grazing and silage. The transfer quotient from silage to milk was comparable with the values measured for grass over the first few weeks and lower than values reached later in the grazing season.